
jectors was in the barrel or 

shroud fitted to the model 237 

lantern.  The shrouds on those 

made by the Society for Visual 

Education (“SVE”) were paint-

ed black.  American Optical 

Company (“AOC”) painted the 

shrouds on theirs maroon.  

(see photos below) Michael 

told us some say that the 

Charles Beseler Company had 

made one also, but that he 

had never seen one.  Both 

SVE and AOC also made 

more conventional projectors 

using the same or a similar 

slide changing apparatus.   

Merz doesn’t know the original 

selling price, but he has seen 

perhaps 3 or 4 on the auction 

site in the last 15 years and 

they generally bring around 

$1,000 depending on condi-

tion.    Some survivors may 

still be in those third world 

countries where they were 

used, but the average collec-

tor wouldn’t invest the time 

and effort needed to find 

them—as Merz has.   

Merz’s collection is “always 
kind of” on display when a 
customer wants to see it, and 
he is generally around.  So if 
you need Coleman parts 
(especially obsolete parts) and 
want a treat, contact  "Mike" 
mike@oldcolemanparts.com.  
But, take a camera because 
you’ll be unlikely to ever see 
many of Michael’s Colemans 
anywhere else…Ever!  

Bob Peters ©2015 

Some who collect older or unu-

sual cameras are interested in 

other vintage things—cast iron, 

clocks, or perhaps other an-

tiques that might have been 

used by our fathers or grandfa-

thers—especially if they were 

the best of their type available 

and still have utility.  While I’m 

not a Coleman collector, I’ve 

always had a passing interest 

in Coleman stoves, lamps and 

other Coleman products.   

Recently I bought a very clean 

Coleman propane stove that 

had never been lit.  Part of the 

reason may have been that the 

brass tube (“pressure regula-

tor”) that connects the propane 

bottle to the stove was missing 

and no longer available from 

Coleman.  An internet search 

led to Oldcolemanparts.com 

based in Kalama, WA and op-

erated by Michael Merz.  Mi-

chael listed a NOS part in stock 

at a competitive price.  I asked 

if I could stop by on my way to 

Vancouver, WA and pick one 

up.   Michael said, “Sure, I al-

ways like to meet my custom-

ers.  While I was there, Merz 

mentioned his “museum.”  I 

asked about it, and he offered 

to show my Son and I his 

amazing collection.  (“Amazing” 

is not a word I use lightly.) 

WOW!  Lots of things I’d never 

even seen pictures of caught 

my attention; but, I thought 

camera or lantern slide collectors 

might like to hear about a very 

rare Coleman 35mm slide / film 

strip projector.  Michael had sev-

eral of them.  (He doesn’t know 

how many were made, but there 

are probably less than 6 or 7 

total in the hands of Coleman 

lantern collectors.)  The projec-

tors started life in about 1949 as 

a Coleman model 237 lantern—

Coleman’s main export lantern.  

However, it burned kerosene 

rather than the white gas used 

almost exclusively by most early 

Coleman products.   

Often, these projectors accom-

panied missionaries to third 

world countries where electrical 

power was not available.  Ac-

cording to Merz, the projectors 

were made by two different com-

panies.  The main difference 

between the SVE and AOC pro-

Question:  When is a Coleman Lantern not a Lantern?   

Answer:    When it’s a “lantern” slide projector! 

P U G E T  S O U N D  P H O T O G R A P H I C  C O L L E C T O R  S O C I E T Y   

W H A T :   R E G U L A R  M E E T I N G  O F  P S P C S  

W H E R E :   D E S  M O I N E S  M A S O N I C  T E M P L E ,  2 2 0 8  S .  2 2 3 R D  S T  ( T A K E  M I D W A Y  E X I T  O F F  I - 5 ,  

G O  T O  F I R S T  S T O P  L I G H T  W E S T  O F  P A C I F I C  A V E  S O U T H ,  T U R N  R I G H T  U N T I L  2 2 3 R D  ,  

T H E N  T U R N  W E S T  ( L E F T ) .  T H E  T E M P L E  I S  J U S T  W E S T  O F  T H E  F I R E  S T A T I O N )  

W H E N :   T H I R D  T H U R S D A Y  O F  T H E  M O N T H  ( E X C E P T  J U L Y  &  A U G U S T ) .  N E X T  M E E T I N G  I S  

0 5 / 2 1 / 1 5 ,  7  –  9  P M  ( D O O R S  O P E N  A T  6  P M )   

W H Y :   T O  S H A R E  A N D  E N J O Y  T H E  C O M P A N Y  O F  O T H E R  W H O  A R E  I N T E R E S T E D  I N  

C O L L E C T I N G  E V E R Y T H I N G  P H O T O G R A P H I C  

M E E T I N G  A G E N D A :  A  S H O R T  B U S I N E S S  M E E T I N G ,  S H O W  &  T E L L ,  O U R  P R O G R A M  W H A T  

G O O D I E  D I D  Y O U  F I N D  A T  O U R  S A L E ? ,  A U C T I O N  ( O N E  I T E M  P E R  M E M B E R )  A N D  D O O R  

P R I Z E  

MAY 21, 2015 
 

VOLUME 36, ISSUE 9 

The Bellows 

Special points of interest: 

 Coleman Projector 

Inside this issue: 

Meeting Minutes 2 

Contact Information 2 

  

mailto:mike@oldcolemanparts.com


 

Date:  April 16, 2015 

The Meeting was called to order by Mike Immel at 6:55pm.  There were 17 members or quests in 

attendance.   

Show Report:  We had 5 students, 72 early in’s, and 330 general admission for a total of 407 

through the door.  We sold 137 tables, with 14 cancelations and 5 display tables.  We had 9 new 

members join the club.   

Old Business:  The Siggy Vancouver Show is April 26th.  

New Business:  We will have a barn sale May 2nd. At Bob Kelly’s house.  This is in relation to 

the two collections we recently purchased for the club.  One in Redmond, and one in Port Ange-

les. 

Show and Tell: 4 members brought or told stories about 9 items.   

Program:  Terry Luck gave a very informative, thorough and extensive talk about a No.1 Kodak 

Autographic Junior camera that was given to him by Walt Hughson. 

Auction:  2 items were available for auction.  One sold for $4.00. 

PSPCS Meeting Minutes 

Contact  Information 

The Bellows Newsletter is published 10 times per year by the Puget Sound Photographic 

Collectors Society, Inc. (When we have new Editor)  

Information for the Bellows should be sent to: pspcsociety@gmail.com  

The PSPCS internet address is http://www.pspcs.org  

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Puget-Sound-Photographic-

Collectors-Society/125678560778201 

Wiki - http://fastglass.wikispaces.com/ 

Dues are $20.00 per year (Jan-Dec) and should be sent to Treasurer Shirley Sparrow, 300 

Pease Road Cle Elum, WA. 98922. (509) 674-1916, Email:  sesparrow9@msn.com 
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PSPCS June Meeting Notice 

The June meeting will be the SECOND Thurs-

day of June—6/11/15. 


